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BENJAMIN LINCOLN ROBINSON

1864-1935

BY M. L. FERNAI.D

Benjamin Lincoln Robinson was born at Bloomington, Illi-
nois, November 8, 1864, the son of James Harvey and Latricia
Maria (Drake) Robinson, and died at his summer home in
Jaffrey, New Hampshire, July 27, 1935. His ancestry both on
his father's and his maternal grandmother's side was chiefly of
English protestant stock who early immigrated to colonial Mas-
sachusetts, he being a descendant in the eighth generation from
the Rev. John Robinson, a Puritan pastor at Leyden. His
maternal grandfather, the Rev. Benjamin Bradner Drake, born
at Borodine, New York, was in part descended from Scotch
Irish stock which had settled in New York State about 1735.
The parents of Benjamin Lincoln Robinson, both born in New
York State, settled in Illinois about 1840, the father there engag-
ing in business and becoming the president of the First National
Bank in Bloomington.

Benjamin was the youngest of eight children. He was edu-
cated at home until his tenth year, then for six years in the pub-
lic schools of his native city. Thereafter he prepared for col-
lege at the Illinois Normal School at Normal, where he came
under the stimulating instruction of Edward J. James, later
distinguished as president of the University of Illinois. In the
autumn of 1883 Robinson entered Williams College; but, find-
ing the opportunities there to specialize in botany less than he
had anticipated, he remained only three months and returned
home and prepared himself for Harvard College, which he
entered the following autumn. At Harvard he devoted himself
chiefly to scientific studies, with special attention to botany
under the guidance of Goodale and Farlow, graduating (A. B.)
in 1887. Immediately after graduation, on June 29, 1887, he
married, at Hennepin, Illinois, Margaret Louise Casson, daugh-
ter of William Henry and Mary Ann (MacMahon) Casson,
a woman of great social activity and musical accomplishment,
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who later, in Cambridge, became prominent through her ener-
getic opposition to social trends which she felt to be detrimental.

In the summer of 1887 the young couple went to Europe,
Robinson starting in October his graduate studies with Graf
zu Solms-Laubach at the University of Strasburg, majoring in
botany, with minors in geology and mineralogy. His disserta-
tion, in the field of plant-anatomy, led to his Ph. D. in 1889;
and after a brief period of study under Strasburger at Bonn,
he returned to Cambridge in the autumn of 1890 and became
assistant to Sereno Watson, the Curator of the Gray Herbarium
of Harvard University. The Robinsons returned to Cambridge
with keen enthusiasm for Germanic culture and from 1891 to
1894 Robinson conducted a course at Harvard in scientific
German.

On the death of the venerable and kindly Sereno Watson,
in 1892, Robinson, then in his 29th year, was appointed to the
curatorship; and from that time until his death his work for
and at the Herbarium was essentially continuous, except for
frequent absences due to frail health and six trips to Europe,
partly for special botanical studies in the great herbaria there.
During all this time the present writer was closely associated
with him, having come to the Gray Herbarium as junior assist-
ant to Sereno Watson in the spring of 1891. He may, therefore,
write of certain of Robinson's traits, works and ambitions from
an intimate knowledge of them.

At the time of his appointment as Curator, the Gray Her-
barium was an adjunct of the Harvard Botanic Garden, the
two, during the active life of Asa Gray, having been interde-
pendent and with mutual scientific significance. Soon after
Robinson, of a newer generation not associated with the botan-
ical activities of Gray, took charge of the Herbarium, the
Director of the Garden, who was also then active in his phe-
nomenal development of the Botanical Museum, found it inex-
pedient to secure the funds for so many needy establishments
and in 1897 asked that the Gray Herbarium look in the future
for its own support. This critical situation is clearly described
by Robinson himself:

"Until the middle 'nineties the Herbarium held, with respect
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to its support, a rather anomalous position. Though entered
in the Treasurer's Report in the College accounts along with
Appleton Chapel and the Hemenway Gymnasium, it was in no
way financed by the College. The public, on the other hand,
very naturally supposed the Herbarium to be a part of the
Garden and supported by it. Yet it never received any income
from that source, though the Garden with the utmost fairness
shared with it such gifts for current expenses as were con-
tributed by a joint Visiting Committee. In 1897, Goodale, then
Director of the Garden and Botanical Museum and thus respon-
sible for the still precarious support of both, decided that he
could be of no further aid to the Herbarium, and requested
that it might be provided with a committee of its own, and
henceforth recognized as an independent establishment by the
Governing Boards. That course was immediately taken.

"This was the most critical period for the Herbarium. From
interest on its fund and from diminishing returns on copyrights
bequeathed by Gray, it had an income of about $3600, scarcely
half the annual expenses, which could not be reduced without
seriously damaging the interests of the scientific collections.

"These matters were laid before the newly appointed Visiting
Committee, a strong and sympathetic group. Most of its mem-
bers had been personal friends of Gray, or had studied in his
classes. The Committee took immediate and helpful interest.
By gifts for present use the existing difficulties were relieved.
Attention was then turned to endowment in order to assure the
future. Within a few months the Curator was able to announce
to the Committee an offer (at the time anonymously made by
Mrs. Gray) of the sum of twenty thousand dollars to endow
an Asa Gray Professorship of Systematic Botany, a position to
be united with the curatorship of the Herbarium. The offer
was conditional on the raising of thirty thousand dollars as
an Asa Gray Memorial Fund for the further endowment of
the Herbarium. Somewhat more than this sum was raised by
June, 1899, the proposed memorial professorship was founded,
and Robinson was appointed as its first incumbent."

Only those who knew Robinson's natural reserve and sensi-
tiveness, his quiet dignity and scholarly training and his high
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scientific ambitions can realize the dread he had of directly
asking financial aid for himself and his work. The anomalous
and almost resented position of some of the important and
internationally famous research establishments of the University
perpetually disturbed him. He naturally felt, as did many of
his associates, that, when Harvard University accepted the Gray
Herbarium as one of its integral parts, its obligation should
not have ceased with merely the cordial acceptance of the gift.
Such, however, was the attitude of the University administra-
tion and all research establishments not directly under the facul-
ties of instruction were then and still are left to starve or to
beg outside the University. Although utterly lacking the cheer-
leading and "hail-fellow-well-met" approach of the ordinary
canvasser, and handicapped by a manner somewhat stiff and
over-formal as well as by a subject with little spectacular appeal,
Robinson, rising to the necessities of the situation and aided
by loyal friends, won by his sincerity and his unselfish loyalty
to his unappreciative University, the aid of a small group of
helpers; and at the close of his curatorship he had been instru-
mental in increasing the endowment of the Gray Herbarium
from $18,155 to $526,000. That in itself, in view of the per-
petual handicaps, was a major contribution to systematic botany,
but the nervous strain and worry involved were tremendous.

When he took over the care of the Gray Herbarium the
fame of the establishment abroad was already great, through
the monumental studies for many years by Asa Gray, the pains-
taking and invaluable papers of Watson and the pioneer publi-
cations of their young assistants and advanced students, L. H.
Bailey, Kingo Miyabe, and others. The young Curator, start-
ing in with a boy-assistant, had a major task to bring his
institution up to the famous position it had previously occupied.
Cautious in the selection of assistants in this work and prevented
by the financial restrictions already referred to from maintain-
ing and promoting a staff of expert workers, as is done in the
large herbaria of the Old World, Robinson utilized all available
young men of real promise until the pressure of limitation of
funds forced their release to more remunerative positions else-
where. Thus, for more than forty years, the scientific studies
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and output were maintained and many of our leading botanists
have gone out to their life-work with at least a few years of
the training which their temporary assistantships had furnished.
The closing years of Robinson's administration found the Gray
Herbarium ranking as one of the seven leading research estab-
lishments of the world in its field of systematic botany, with
the Curator and members of the staff bringing to the University
more than the old quota of world-recognition as outstanding
scientists.

Robinson's first task of purely scientific character was the
editing and completion of extended manuscripts left by Gray
and by Watson. These were chiefly portions of the Synoptical
Flora of North America. After several years devoted to this
work it became evident that the task of carrying forward to
completion the Synoptical Flora was too vast for a single man
drafted into the enterprise and with essentially no help.

During the progress of this work and while gaining a famil-
iarity with the invaluable content of the Gray Herbarium and
the irreplaceable records of close scientific study of its material,
Robinson became more and more impressed with the tremendous
loss to science should the collections (hay-dry plants mounted
on paper and kept in dusty wooden cabinets in a building of
brick and wood) or the building catch fire. Accordingly his
efforts turned to a new problem. He endeavored to make a
combination of the Gray Herbarium, situated on its historic
site, with the Cryptogamic Herbarium (now the Farlow Her-
barium), which was then housed in the Museum building. For
nine years he vainly pushed this ambition for a joint building
in the neighborhood of the Museums and Biological Labora-
tories ; then, having received little encouragement, and the abso-
lute congestion of the material in the Gray Herbarium needing
relief, he was forced to development on the old site. Through
friends of the establishment the original building was gradu-
ally rebuilt as a noncombustible structure, setting the highest
standards of equipment, lighting and arrangement for its special
purpose. This new building, already outgrown, though erected
between 1909 and T915, was almost wholly of Robinson's plan-
ning. Finding that the plans drawn up by an assigned architect
called for large expenditures for adornments and needless ex-
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tras, Robinson took matters into his own hands, drew the plans
himself, studied and prepared specifications for the furnishings
and finally, with the collaboration of a young architect who
saw the value of the non-professional plans, put through a
building which is cited in Europe and in many parts of America
as a model for its purpose. I intentionally dwell upon Robin-
son's connection with the architectural plans because their prep-
aration and execution were for several years his life, and his
friends all recognized that the building which houses the Gray
Herbarium was to him as a dearly loved child.

During the first half of his curatorship the demand for a
revision of Gray's Manual of Botany became urgent. xAxcord-
ingly, with the collaboration of the present writer, this task
was undertaken and a new edition was issued in 1908. In
these years Robinson's original publications were based largely
on collections brought back by various explorers from Mexico
and the Galapagos Islands; but gradually it became apparent
that the herbaria of the United States lacked adequate reference
material from the vast continent of South America. Prompt
to recognize the need, Robinson effected cooperation with the
New York Botanical Garden and the United States National
Museum and, later, with other institutions, an intensive bo-
tanical exploration in various significant sections of South
America was begun. The cooperation of the South American
botanists was also enlisted, largely through Robinson's younger
associates, Drs. Ivan M. Johnston and Lyman B. Smith, who
had each visited South American countries, and a mutual ex-
change of great importance thus established.

In 1895 Robinson, joining Farlow, Goodale, Thaxter, and
a small group of amateurs, founded the New England Botanical
Club, of which he served as president from 1906 to 1908. From
its beginning in 1899 through 1928 (thirty volumes) he was
editor-in-chief of the Club's journal, Rhodora, a noteworthy
scientific publication in its special field.

During his later years he became more and more absorbed
in monographic studies in the vast Eupatorium tribe of the
family Compositae. Himself not an active field-botanist, he
nevertheless stimulated others to assemble material in his chosen
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group, maintaining that the material already assembled and
unorganized in the world's great herbaria and such new material
as naturally came in from explorers in the American tropics
was more than he could ever handle. Searching through the
dust-covered bundles of specimens in Paris or elsewhere he
would unearth unstudied material of his group which some-
times had lain unnoticed for a century or more, since its col-
lection in then undeveloped areas of South America. Such
old and forgotten collections of the past explorers were his
delight and at the time of his death he was looking forward to
years of study of the series of Eupatorium and its allies sent
for critical and authoritative comparisons from the great her-
baria of England, France and Germany.

Reference has been made to Robinson not being a field-
botanist. In his youth he apparently did some field-work, and
in 1894 he organized and carried through a collecting trip to
Newfoundland. In the early days of the New England Bo-
tanical Club he went frequently on short local trips, and he
greatly enjoyed the companionship of friends in the field; but
he tired easily and was often forced to forego comparatively
simple excursions. Gradually his field-work became restricted
to pastimes in periods of enforced winter or early spring vaca-
tions in Bermuda or in the South, where he went to recuperate
after serious pulmonary or related difficulties. But, although
forced by his frail constitution to refrain from the most active
of field-work, Robinson was always ready to encourage explo-
ration of serious and obviously intelligent character. Many
young men owe much to his readiness to aid or to seek aid
for their enterprises and many important series of specimens
are the result of his foresight in encouraging their collection.

Robinson did not take part in active instruction in botany
at Harvard; but he guided toward the doctorate a number of
graduate students and he did much to form the literary style
and train the appreciation of it in many of our best scientific
workers. With a keen feeling for language, both classical and
modern, furthered by unusual familiarity with the best in the
world's literature (including Russian and other non-latin litera-
tures) and art, himself being an amateur musician, he abhorred
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the sloppy and crude form or lack of finish in much that finds
publication in scientific journals. Papers for publication under
his editorial eye were truly edited and many an author of a
technical article may well have been surprised, if he had the
perception to note it, by the finished style in which his badly
written contribution appeared in print. So conscientious was
Robinson, that he would spend many evenings simply rewriting
or recasting articles for publication in Rhodora; and his grad-
uate students and assistants, especially if their mastery of
English was deficient, went through a vigorous training which
made their finished work fully worthy of their master.

To those who met Robinson only casually his outstanding
traits were reserve or shyness and a formal courtesy reminiscent
of an earlier epoch. His unfailing courtesy and his considera-
tion for others were appreciated by those who were his daily
associates. Forced against his wish to restrict expansion and
to trim his institutional activities to the limits of a very limited
budget, his adverse decisions were always graciously announced
and the affection and loyalty of his group of workers always
maintained. In fact, one who has had much executive experi-
ence in many lands thus wrote of him:

"Quiet, unassuming, courteous in the extreme, a conscientious
and efficient worker, a gentleman in the truest sense of the
word, Dr. Robinson will be missed by his colleagues and asso-
ciates at Harvard, by that large group of botanists who were
trained at Cambridge during his long tenure of office, and by
that larger group of American and foreign botanists who have
had the privilege of working for shorter or longer periods with
the treasures of the Gray Herbarium. Under D'r. Robinson's
leadership the Gray Herbarium attained a spirit of "Gemut-
lichkeit" unequalled in any other botanical institution with
which I am personally familiar. The loss of his services to
botanical science is a heavy one, but he leaves behind him a
magnificent record of accomplishment."

Another, the former Keeper of Botany at the British Mu-
seum, has stated a similar impression:

"I remember no more welcome or charming visitor to the
British Museum than B. L. Robinson, whose long service to
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floristic botany at Harvard was closed by death on July 27. . . .
One remembers also his tactful co-operation at certain Botanical
Congresses, especially at Vienna, in 1905, where he represented
the more stable school of nomenclature as opposed to the some-
what revolutionary Neo-American School. But that is ancient
history. There are also pleasant memories of a day at Boston,
after the Ithaca Congress in 1926, when Robinson did the
honours of the Gray Herbarium, the last word in safety—
furniture and fittings all of steel as on a battleship—and organ-
ized equipment."

Robinson, as so gracefully stated by Rendle, was well known
and highly respected in the leading botanical centers of Europe;
he had made six trips abroad for scientific purposes, studying
in the great herbaria at Kew, the British Museum, Paris, Ge-
neva, Vienna, Berlin and Copenhagen. At home he had served
as president of the Botanical Society of America (1900), as
vice-president of the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science (1905) and as president of the New England
Botanical Club (1906-1908). He was a member of the Com-
mission internationale de Nomenclature botanique at the Inter-
national Botanical Congress at Vienna (1905), a vice-president
of the International Congress at Brussels (1910) and a mem-
ber of the Commission de Nomenclature generale appointed at
Ithaca (1926).

Besides being active in the organizations already mentioned,
he was a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
a member of the National Academy of Sciences, of the Wash-
ington Academy of Sciences, of the Boston Society of Natural
History, of the Vermont Botanical Club, of the Massachusetts
Horticultural Society and of the Phi Beta Kappa Society, a
corresponding member of the Deutsche Botanische Gesell-
schaft, of the Botanischer Verein der Provinz Brandenburg,
of the Societe botanique de Geneve, of the Czechoslovakian
Botanical Society, a foreign member of the Linnean Society
of London and of the Societas pro Fauna et Flora Fennica,
honorary member of the Chilean Society of Natural History,
honorary academician of the Museum of the National University
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of La Plata, and correspondent of the Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia.

In 1904 he received the bronze medal of the Louisiana Pur-
chase Exposition at St. Louis and in 1929 the Centennial Gold
Medal of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society "for eminent
service to botany."

For many years suffering from obscure pulmonary difficulties
and, consequently, frail and appearing older than his years, in
1931 Robinson had a critical illness from which he never really
rallied. The death of Mrs. Robinson in May, 1932, still further
broke him; but he recovered sufficiently to continue his work
interruptedly, though his weakness was distressingly apparent
to his associates and friends. He died peacefully at his summer
home, his mind, during his last illness, constantly on the Eupa-
toriums and the Gray Lferbarium, the two great interests to
which, up to the last, he hoped to return.
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Nat. xxxi. 901-903.
Synoptical Flora of North America. Vol. I. Fascicle ii. Continued and

edited by Benjamin Lincoln Robinson, x-xv. and 208-506.
The Herbarium. Ann. Rep. of the President and Treasurer of Harvard

College, 1895-96. 203-205.

1898

[Review.] Botanical Observations on the Azores; by William Trelease.
Amer. Xat. xxxii. 128-130.

[Review.1 Catalogo de Plantas Mexicanas (Fanerogamas) ; by Dr.
Manuel Urbina. Ibid. 605, 606.

[Review.] Coastal and Plain Flora of Yucatan; by C. F. Millspaugh.
Ibid. 461, 462.

[Review.] Floral Plan of the Cruciferae; by R. Chodat and A. Lendner.
Ibid. 363-365-

[Review.] Garden-making; by L. H. Bailey. Ibid. 454-456.
[Review.] A New Botanical Journal. (Preliminary announcement of

the monthly journal of the New England Botanical Club; by E. L.
Rand). Ibid. 452-454-

[Review.] A New Check-list of North American Plants. (A Catalogue
of North American Plants north of Mexico exclusive of the Lower Cryp-
togams ; by A. A. Heller). Ibid. 459-461.

[Review.] Ninth Report of the Missouri Botanical Garden. Ibid. 528,
529-

[Review.] Porter's Translation of the "Bonn" Text-book of Botany. (A
Text-book of Botany; by Strasburger, Noll, Schenk and Schimper).
Ibid. 604, 605.

[Review.] A Review of Canadian Botany; by D. P. Penhallow. Ibid.
461.
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[Review.] North American Lemnaceae. (A Revision of the American
Lemnaceae occurring North of Mexico; by Charles Henry Thompson.)
Ibid. 59, 60.

[Review.] Sur le genre Simmondsie; by Ph. Van Tieghem. Ibid. 529,
530.

A Xew Species of Apios from Kentucky. Bot. Gaz. xxv. 450-453, fig.
Some Reasons why the Rochester Nomenclature cannot be regarded as a

Consistent or Stable System. Ibid. 437-445.
New Species and Extended Ranges of North American Caryophyllaceae.

Ibid. 165-171, pi. 13.
Notes on the Genus Bartonia. Ibid. xxvi. 46-48.
[Review.] Revision of the Genus Arenaria; by P. N. Williams. Ibid.

289-291.
Revision of the North American and Mexican Species of Mimosa. Proc.

Amer. Acad. xxxiii. 305-331 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xiii., in part).
Revision of the North American Species of Neptunia. Ibid. 332-334

(Contrib. Gray Herb, xiii., in part).
The Gray Herbarium. Ann. Rep. of the President and Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1896-97. 208-210.

1899

An Apetalous Form of Arenaria groenlandica. Rhodora, i. 90.
Fairy Rings formed by Lycopodium inundatum. Ibid. 28-30.
A New Wild Lettuce from Eastern Massachusetts. Ibid. 12, 13, pi. 2.
Preliminary Lists of New England Plants, IV. Ibid. 212-214.
[Editor-in Chief.] Rhodora (Journal of the New England Botanical

Club). 1899-1928.
[Review.] IUustrierte Flora von Deutschland; by A. Garcke. Amer.

Nat. xxxiii. 79.
[Review.] Monographic der Myristicaceen; by O. Warburg. Ibid. 80,

81.
A Newly Observed Station for Galinsoga hispida. Bot. Gaz. xxviii. 216.
Revision of the North American Species of Tephrosia. Ibid. 193-202.
Three New Choripetalae from North America and Mexico. Ibid. 134-136.
Revision of the Genus Guardiola. Bull. Torr. Bot. Cl. xxvi. 232-235.
[with J. M. Greenman.] Revision of the Genus Gymnolomia. Proc.

Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. xxix. 87-104 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xvii., in
part),

[with J. M. Greenman.] Supplementary Notes upon Calea, Tridax and
Mikania. Ibid. 105-108 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xvii., in part),

[with J. M. Greenman.] Revision of the Genera Montanoa, Perymenium
and Zaluzania. Proc. Amer. Acad. xxxiv. 507-534 (Contrib. Gray
Herb, xvi., in part).

[with J. M. Greenman.] Synopsis of the Genus Verbesina with an Analyti-
cal Key to the Species. Ibid. S34-566 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xvi., in
part).
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[with J. M. Greenman.] Wissadula tricarpellata Rob. & Greenm. Con-
trib. U. S. Nat. Herb. v. 179.

The Gray Herbarium. Ann. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of
Harvard College, 1897-98. 228-230.

1900

A Blue-fruited Huckleberry. Rhodora, ii. 81-83 .
The Dwarf Mistletoe in New England. Ibid. I, 2.
The Nomenclature of the New England Agrimonies. Ibid. 235-238.
Polygala polygama, var. abortiva merely an Autumnal State. Ibid. 242,

243-
Variations of Ilex verticillata. Ibid. 104-106.
[Review.] The last Contribution from the United States National

Herbarium (vol. v.) ; chiefly by J. N. Rose. Amer. Nat. xxxiv. 74, 75.
New Phanerogams, chiefly Gamopetalae, from Mexico and Central Amer-

ica. Proc. Amer. Acad. xxxv. 323-342 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xviii., in
part).

Synopses of the Genera Jaegeria and Russelia. Ibid. 315-321 (Contrib.
Gray Herb, xviii., in part).

New Caryophyllaceae and Cruciferae of the Sierra Madre, Chihuahua,
Mexico. Bot. Gaz. xxx. 58-60.

[Review.] A Synopsis of Mexican and Central American Umbelliferae;
by J. M. Coulter and J. N. Rose. Ibid. xxix. 287, 288.

Sebastiana (?) bilocularis Wats. Erythea, vii. 189.
The Gray Herbarium. Ann. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of

Harvard College, 1898-1899. 235-237.

1901

Angelonia cubensis Robinson. Urban, Symb. Antill. ii. 458, 459.
Chloranthy in Anemonella thalictroides. Rhodora, iii. 205, 206.
Lycopodium clavatum var. monostachyon in Northern Maine. Ibid. 237,

238.
Self-strangulation in the Virginia Creeper. Ibid. 239, 240.
The Correct Disposition of Sisymbrium niagarense. Ibid. 16, 17.
The Identity of the Linnaean Gnaphalium plantaginifolium. Ibid. n-13.
The North American Euphrasias. Ibid. 270-276.
Further Notes on the Agrimonies. Bull. Torr. Bot. Cl. xxviii. 295-300.
[Review.] The Flora of Cheshire; by Mr. Spencer Moore. Amer. Journ.

Sci. ser. 4, xi. 398.
[Review.] Flora of Vermont (A List of Fern and Seed Plants growing

without Cultivation) ; by E. Brainerd, L. R. Jones and W. W. Eggleston.
Ibid. 249.

[Review.] Flora of Western Middle California; by Willis Linn Jepson.
Ibid. 471, 472.

[Review.] Foundations of Botany; by Joseph Y. Bergen. Ibid. 248, 249.
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[Review.] Grand Rapids Flora; by Emma J. Cole. Ibid. 472, 473.
[Review.] Monograph of the North American Umbelliferae; by J. M.

Coulter and J. N. Rose. Ibid. 247, 248.
[Review.] A preliminary List of the Spermatophyta of North Dakota;

by Henry L. Bolley and Lawrence R. Waldron. Ibid. 398, 399.
New Species and Newly Noted Synonymy among the Spermatophytes of

Mexico and Central America. Proc. Amer. Acad. xxxvi. 471-488
(Contrib. Gray Herb, xx., in part).

Synopsis of the Genus Melampodium. Ibid. 455-466 (Contrib. Gray Herb.
xx., in part).

Synopsis of the Genus Nocca. Ibid. 467-471 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xx., in
part).

Problems and Possibilities of Systematic Botany. Address of the re-
tiring President before the Botanical Society of America, at Denver,
Colo. Science, n. s. xiv. 465-474.

The Gray Herbarium. Ann. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of
Harvard College, 1899-1900. 239-241.

1902

[Review.] A Botanical Survey of San Jacinto Mountain; by Harvey
Munroe Hall. Amer. Journ. Sci. ser. 4, xv. 87.

[Review.] A Flora of the South Fork of King's River; by Alice East-
wood. Ibid. 86, 87.

Flora of the Galapagos Islands. Proc. Amer. Acad. xxxviii. 77-270, pis.
1-3 (Contrib. Gray Herb. xxiv.).

Further Stations for Veronica Chamaedrys. Rhodora, iv. T52.
Lechea major in New Hampshire. Ibid. 28.
The New England Polygonums of the Section Avicularia. Ibid. 65-73,

Pi- 35-
The Protection of our Native Flora. Ibid. 139-142.
Two New Hypericums of the Adpressum Group. Ibid. 135-137, pi. 37.
Veronica Chamaedrys in New England. Ibid. 107, 108.
The Gray Herbarium. Ann. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of

Harvard College, 1900-01. 222-224.

1903

Bewitched Buds. Boston Evening Transcript, Jan. 16.
Eupatorium hypomalacum (in Undescribed Plants from Guatemala and

other Central American Republics; by John Donnell Smith). Bot. Gaz.
xxxv. 4.

Further Notes on the Twelfth Preliminary List of New England Plants.
Rhodora, v. 235, 236.

A Hitherto Undescribed Pipewort from New Jersey. Ibid. 175, 176.
Insecticides used at the Gray Herbarium. Ibid. 237-247.
Henry Griswold Jesup. Ibid. 191.
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Preliminary Lists of New England Plants, XII. Ibid. 188-191.
Records of Wolffia columbiana in Massachusetts. Ibid. 287, 288.
The Generic Position of Echinodorus parvulus. Ibid. 85-89, pi. 45, figs.

1-10.
Viola arvcnsis in New England. Ibid. 155, 156.
[Review.] The Yucceae (in the Thirteenth Annual Report of the Mis-

souri Botanical Garden) ; by W. Trelease. Amer. Nat. xxxvii. 74-76.
The Gray Herbarium. Ann. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of

Harvard College, 1901-02. 238-241.

1904

[with other Botanists of Harvard University.] Amendments to the Paris
Code of Botanical Nomenclature suggested for Consideration of the
Vienna Congress of 1905. Cambridge, Mass. 1-32.

Diagnoses and Synonymy of some Mexican and Central American Eupa-
toriums. Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. xxxi. 247-254 (Contrib. Gray
Herb, xxvii., in part).

Synopsis of the Mikanias of Costa Rica. Ibid. 254-257 (Contrib. Gray
Herb, xxvii., in part).

Notes on the Genus Mimosa in Mexico and Central America. Ibid. 257-
261 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xxvii., in part).

Notes on some Polygonums of Western North America. Ibid. 261-265
(Contrib. Gray Herb, xxvii., in part).

New Spermatophytes of Mexico and Central America. Ibid. 265-271
(Contrib. Gray Herb, xxvii., in part),

[with J. M. Greenman.] Revision of the Genus Sabazia. Proc. Amer.
Acad. xl. 3-6 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xxviii., in part),

[with J. M. Greenman.] Revision of the Mexican and Central American
Species of Trixis. Ibid. 6-14 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xxviii., in part),

[with J. M. Greenman.] Revision of the Mexican and Central American
Species of Hieracium. Ibid. 14-24 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xxviii., in
part).

[Review.] Fragmenta Florae Philippinae; by J. Perkins. Amer. Journ.
Sci. ser. 4, xvii. 481, 482.

A New Sheep-poison from Mexico. Bot. Gaz. xxxviii. 376-378.
[Review.] The Fourteenth Annual Report of the Missouri Botanical

Garden. Ibid, xxxvii. 153, 154.
The Identity of Anychia dichotoma. Rhodora, vi. 50-53.
Notes on Publications recently Received. Ibid. 61-63.
Stellaria glauca established in the Province of Quebec. Ibid. 90, 91.
James Lawrence Bennett. Ibid. 146, 147.
[Review.] New England Ferns and their Common Allies ; by Helen East-

man. Ibid. 211, 212.
The Problems of Ecology. Congr. Arts and Sci. Universal Exposition,

St. Louis, Mo. v. Repr. 1-13.
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[Review.] Praktikum fiir morphologische und systematische Botanik;
by Karl Schumann. Science, n. s. xx. 564.

The Gray Herbarium. Ann. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of
Harvard College, 1902-03. 222-225.

1905

A Connecticut Station for Lycopodium Selago. Rhodora, vii. 20.
A New Ranunculus from Northeastern America. Ibid. 219-222.
Two Varieties of Sisymbrium officinale in America. Ibid. 101-103.
A Well Marked Species of Sparganium. Ibid. 60.
[Review.] The Fern Allies of North America north of Mexico ; by W. N.

Clute. Ibid. 267, 268.
Diagnoses and Notes relating to American Eupatorieae. Proc. Amer.

Acad. xli. 271-278 (Contrib. Gray Herb. xxxi. in part).
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1903-04. 236-240.

1906

Filipendula rubra, a New Binomial. Rhodora, viii. 202-204.
The Nomenclature of the New England Lauraceae. Ibid. 196-199.
Oxalis corniculata and its Allies. Journ. Bot. xliv. 386-391.
Studies in the Eupatorieae. I. Revision of the Genus Piqueria. II. Re-

vision of the Genus Ophryosporus. III. The Genus Helogyne and its
Synonyms. IV. Diagnoses and Synonymy of Eupatorieae and of Cer-
tain Other Compositae which have been classed with them. Proc. Amer.
Acad. xlii. 3-48 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xxxii).

The Generic Concept in the Classification of the Flowering Plants. Ad-
dress of the Vice-President and Chairman of Section G—Botany—at
the New Orleans Meeting of the Amer. Assoc. Adv. Sci. Science, n. s.
xxiii. 81-92. Proc. Amer. Assoc. Adv. Sci. lv. 417-435.

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College, 1904-05 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. iii. 236-240).

190/

New or otherwise Noteworthy Spermatophytes chiefly from Mexico.
Proc. Amer. Acad. xliii. 21-48 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xxxiv., in part).

[with Harley Harris Bartlett.] New Plants from Guatemala and Mex-
ico collected chiefly by C. C. Deam. Ibid. 48-60 (Contrib. Gray Herb,
xxxiv, in part).

On the Rules of Botanical Nomenclature adopted by the Vienna Congress.
Rhodora, ix. 29-55.

The Scientific Name of the Osage Orange. Ibid. 91.
Maclura pomifera (Raf.) Schneider. Ibid. 148.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of

Harvard College, 1905-06 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. iv. 225-229).

323



NATIONAL ACADEMY BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS VOL. XVII

igo8

[Joint Editor with Merritt Lyndon Fernald.] Gray's New Manual of
Botany. A handbook of the flowering plants and ferns of the central
and northeastern United States and adjacent Canada. 1-926. Illus.

Notes on the Vascular Plants of the Northeastern United States. Rho-
dora, x. 29-35.

Further Notes on the Vascular Plants of the Northeastern United States.
Ibid. 64-68.

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of
Harvard College, 1906-07 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. v. 221-226).

igog

[Review.] Bartonia. Rhodora, xi. 74.
[with M. L. Fernald.] Emendations of the Seventh Edition of Gray's

Manual. I. Ibid. 33-61.
[Editor.] Botany. New Century Book of Facts, 630-657, 678-700.
[Review.] Essentials of Botany; by Joseph Young Bergen. Education,

xxix. 473.
A Revision of the Genus Rumfordia. Proc. Amer. Acad. xliv. 592-596

(Contrib. Gray Herb, xxxvi, in part).
Diagnoses and Transfers of Tropical American Phanerogams. Ibid.

613-626 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xxxvi, in part).
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1907-08 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. vi. 231-236).

igio

[Review.] New Manual of Botany of the Central Rocky Mountains;
by J. M. Coulter and Aven Nelson. Rhodora, xii. 13-16.

Notes on Recent Publications. Ibid. 56.
[Review.] Ornamental Shrubs of the United States; by Austin Craig

Apgar. Ibid. 207, 208.
Spermatophytes, new or reclassified, chiefly Rubiaceae and Gentianaceae.

Proc. Amer. Acad. xlv. 394-412 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xxxviii, in part).
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1908-09 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. vii. 221-226).

ign

Erucastrum Pollichii adventive in America. Rhodora, xiii. 10-12.
Notes on the Genus Cirsium. Ibid. 238-240.
On the Classification of Certain Eupatorieae. Proc. Amer. Acad. xlvii.

191-202 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xxxix, in part).
Revision of the Genus Barroetea. Ibid. 202-206 (Contrib. Gray Herb.

xxxix, in part).
On Some Hitherto Undescribed or Misplaced Compositae. Ibid. 206-216

(Contrib. Gray Herb, xxxix, in part).
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The Removal of an Old Landmark. Harvard Grad. Mag. no. 75, 418-
421 and plate.

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College, 1909-10 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. viii. 184-188).

1QI2

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College, 1910-11 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. ix. 173-177).

1913

A Key to the Genera of the Compositae-Eupatorieae. Proc. Amer. Acad.
xlix, 429-437 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xlii, in part).

Revisions of Alomia, Ageratum and Oxylobus. Ibid. 438-491 (Contrib.
Gray Herb, xlii, in part).

Diagnoses and Transfers among the Spermatophytes. Ibid. 502-517
(Contrib. Gray Herb, xlii, in part).

[Review.] Handbook of the Wild and Cultivated Plants; by Chester A.
Darling. Rhodora, xv. 19, 20.

Erigeron pusillus a Valid Species. Ibid. 205-209.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1911-12 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. x. 173-177).

1914

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College, 1912-13 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xi. 180-184).

1915

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College, 1913-14 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xii. 189-193).

7916

A Notable Monstrosity of Arisaema triphyllum. Rhodora, xviii. 222, 223,
fig- 1.

The Doctors John Brickell. Ibid. 225-230.
New, Reclassified or otherwise Noteworthy Spermatophytes. Proc.

Amer. Acad. li, 527-540 (Contrib. Gray Herb, xlv, in part).
Cyrus Guernsey Pringle. Ibid. 912-916.
The Gray Herbarium. Harvard Alumni Bull, xviii. 355-357. Illus.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1914-15 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xiii. 206-210).

1917

Joseph Young Bergen. Science, n. s. xlvi. 379, 380.
A Monograph of the Genus Brickellia. Mem. Gray Herb. i. 3-151,

figs. 1-95-
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The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College, 1915-16 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xiv. 212-215).

1918

Diagnoses and Notes relating to Tropical American Eupatorieae. Proc.
Amer. Acad. liv. 235-263 (Contrib. Gray Herb, lv, in part).

A Descriptive Revision of the Colombian Eupatoriums. Ibid. 264-330
(Contrib. Gray Herb, lv, in part).

Keyed Recensions of the Eupatoriums of Venezuela and Ecuador. Ibid.
331-367 (Contrib. Gray Herb, lv, in part).

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College, 1916-17 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xv. 198-201).

1919

On Tropical American Compositae, chiefly Eupatorieae. Proc. Amer.
Acad. lv. 3-41 (Contrib. Gray Herb, lx, in part).

A Recension of the Eupatoriums of Peru. Ibid. 42-88 (Contrib. Gray
Herb, lx, in part).

An Unusual Daucus Carota. Rhodora, xxi. 70, 71.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1917-18 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xvi. 196-201).

1920

Further Diagnoses and Notes on Tropical American Eupatorieae. Con-
trib. Gray Herb. lxi. 3-30.

The Eupatoriums of Bolivia. Ibid. 30-80.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1918-19 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xvii. 156-160).

1921

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College, 1919-20 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xviii. 198-202).

1922

Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, I.
Contrib. Gray Herb. lxiv. 3-21.

The Mikanias of Northern and Western South America. Ibid. 21-116.
Dyscritothamnus, a New Genus of Compositae. (Contrib. Gray Herb,

lxv. 24-28, pi.
Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, II.

Ibid. 46-54.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1920-21 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xix. 235-239).
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Emily Frances Fletcher. Rhodora, xxv. 149, 150.
[with W. J. V. Osterhout and M. L. Fernald.] Minute on the Life and

Services of Professor George Lincoln Goodale. Harvard Univ. Gaz.
xviii. 198.

Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, III.
Contrib. Gray Herb, lxviii. 3-43.

The Need of Monographic Activity in American Botanical Taxonomy.
A communication read before the Systematic Section of the Botanical
Society of America. Science, n. s. lvii. 307-311.

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College, 1921-22 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xx. 181-185).

1924

Mary A. Day. Science, n. s. lix. 205, 206.
Miss Day. Rhodora, xxvi. 41-47.
Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, IV.

Contrib. Gray Herb, lxxiii. 3-31.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1922-23 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxi. 221-225).

1925

Asa Gray. Science, 11. s. lxii. 45, 46.
Count Solms (1842-1915). Proc. Amer. Acad. lix. 651-656.
Edward Lothrop Rand. Rhodora, xxvii. 17-27.
[Review.] Shrubs of Indiana; by C. C. Deam. Ibid. 15, 16.
Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, V.

Contrib. Gray Herb. lxxv. 3-15.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1923-24 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxii. 218-222).

1926

Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, VI.
Contrib. Gray Herb, lxxvii. 3-62.

The Woody Species of Eupatorium and Ophryosporus occurring in
Mexico (in Standley, P. C.—Trees and Shrubs of Mexico). Contrib.
U. S. Nat. Herb, xxiii. 1432-1470.

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College, 1924-25 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxiii. 209-213).

George Lincoln Goodale, 1839-1923. Nat. Acad. Sci. xxi. sixth Memoir,
1-7, portrait.

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxiv. 218-223).
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1928

Concerning the Transmission of an Acquired Character in Flax. Science,
n. s. lxvii. 242.

Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, VII.
Contrib. Gray Herb. lxxx. 3-42.

Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker (1817-1911). Proc. Amer. Acad. lxii. 257-266.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxv. 219-224).

The Gray Herbarium at Harvard College. Harvard Alumni Bull. May
9, repr. 1-8.

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-
vard College (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxvi. 247-251).

1930

Ageratum (§Coelestina) Standleyi (in Standley, Woody Plants of Si-
guatepeque, Honduras). Journ. Arn. Arb. xi. 44.

Kupatorium (§Subimbricata) hondurense (in Standley, Woody Plants of
Siguatepeque, Honduras). Ibid. 44, 45.

Botanical Legacies of Walter Deane. Science, n. s. lxxii. 459.
Botany, 1869-1929. (in Morison, Development of Harvard University

since the Inauguration of President Eliot, 338-377).
Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, VII.

[Extract from Contrib. Gray Herb, lxxx, dealing with Peruvian plants.]
Rev. Univ. Nac. Cuzco, xiv. 31-34.

Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, VIII.
Contrib. Gray Herb. xc. 3-36.

Observations on the Genus Stevia. Ibid. 36-58, plate.
The Stevias of the Argentine Republic. Ibid. 58-79.
The Stevias of Paraguay. Ibid. 79-90.
The Stevias of North America. Ibid. 90-160, pi.
[with Lesley Chillingsworth Wilcox.] The Gray Herbarium Card Index.

Science, n. s. lxxi, 253-256.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President and the Treasurer of Har-

vard College, 1928-29 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxvii. 224-228).

1931

Compositae-Eupatorieae (of the Tyler-Duida Expedition). Bull. Torr.
Bot. Cl. lviii. 482-485.

Emile Francis Williams. Rhodora, xxxiii, 1-18, portrait.
Portraits at the Gray Herbarium. Harvard Alumni Bull. Mar. 5, repr.

1-6, illustr.
Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, IX.

Contrib. Gray Herb. xcvi. 3-27.
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The Stevias of Colombia. Ibid. 28-36.
The Stevias of Venezuela. Ibid. 37-43.
The Stevias of Ecuador. Ibid. 43-49.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President of Harvard College and

Rep. of Depts. 1929-30 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxviii. 235-
239)-

1932

Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, X.
Contrib. Gray Herb. c. 3-19.

The Stevias of Peru. Ibid. 20-36.
The Stevias of Bolivia. Ibid. 36-69.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President of Harvard College and

Rep. of Depts. 1930-31 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxix. 246-250).

1933

[Review.] Forest Trees of New England; by Robert Greenleaf Leavitt.
Rhodora, xxxv. 108.

[with M. L. Fernald and W. H. Weston, Jr.] Minute on the Life and
Services of Professor Roland Thaxter. Harvard Univ. Gaz. xxviii.
73, 74-

Taxonomic Notes on several South American Eupatoriums. Ostenia,
349-358, pis.

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President of Harvard College and
Rep. of Depts. 1931-32 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxx. 241-244).

1934

Records Preliminary to a General Treatment of the Eupatorieae, XI.
Contrib. Gray Herb. civ. 3-49.

Mikania scandens and its near Relatives. Ibid. 55-71.
The Variability of Two Wide-ranging Species of Mikania. Ibid. 49-55.
New Compositae-Eupatorieae from Brazil. Candollea, v. 170-174.
The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President of Harvard College and

Rep. of Depts. 1932-33 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxxi. 246-250).

1935

A New Species of Neurolaena from British Honduras. Rhodora, xxxvii.
61-63.

The Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President of Harvard College and
Rep. of Depts. 1933-34 (Official Reg. of Harvard Univ. xxxii. 272-277).

1936

Watson, Sereno. Diet. Amer. Biog. xx. 547, 548.
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OBITUARIES AND NOTICES OF DR. ROBINSON

Death Claims 4 Leading Residents of Massachusetts over the Week-End.
Boston Herald, July 29, 1935.

Dr. B. L. Robinson, Botanist, Dead. Ibid.
Dr. B. L. Robinson, Harvard Curator. (Notice of Death, also Obituary.)

Boston Evening Transcript, July 29, 1935.
B. L. Robinson, Harvard Botany Professor, Dies. Hartford Courant,

July 29, 1935.
Dr. Benjamin Lincoln Robinson. Jaffrey Recorder and Monadnock

Breeze, Aug. 2, 1935.
B. L. Robinson, Noted Harvard Botanist, Dead. New York Herald-

Tribune, July 29, 1935.
Benjamin Lincoln Robinson. Harvard Univ. Gaz. xxxi. 3, 1935.
Benjamin Lincoln Robinson. (Notice of Death.) Science, n. s. lxxxii.

94, 1935-
Benjamin Lincoln Robinson. (Obituary by) E. D. Merrill. Ibid. 142,

143, 1935-
Benjamin Lincoln Robinson. (Obituary by) A. B. Rendle. Journ. Bot.

lxxiii. 300, 301, 1935.
B. L. Robinson. (Obituary.) Kew Bull. Misc. Inform, no. 10, 577, 578,

1935-
Benjamin Lincoln Robinson. (Minute presented to Faculty of Arts and

Sciences, Harvard University, by) M. L. Fernald, C. A. Weatherby and
I. M. Johnston. Harv. Univ. Gaz. xxxi. 107, 108, 1936.

Benjamin Lincoln Robinson. (Minute on Life and Work by) M. L.
Fernald in Annual Report on Gray Herbarium. Rep. of the President
of Harvard College and Rep. of Depts. 1934-35 (Official Reg. of Har-
vard Univ. xxxiii. 297, 298), 1936.
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