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used the partial removal of government restrictions to
promptly publish, with his collaborators, some of the results
previously reported only in classified documents.

Leonard Schiff began the last and longest period in his
academic life when he joined the Physics Department of Stan-
ford University in the fall of 1947. Here, as elsewhere in the
United States, the ways of physics had been greatly in-
fluenced by developments during the war, both in opening
new avenues of research and through the generous support
received from government agencies. At Stanford the prin-
cipal new areas resulted from the vast improvements of radio
and microwave techniques in the development of radar, now
channelled into peace-time applications, the former used for
the study of nuclear magnetism, the latter for the accelera-
tion of electrons. Both developments were rooted in work
done at Stanford before the war in a small department and
with very modest means; now they were seen to have a much
wider scope that pointed towards an extended period of
promising future research.

While a great increase in staff did not seem to be indi-
cated, it was recognized that the new era called for additional
qualified members of the department. Edward Ginzton and
his wife Artemas, a cousin of Frances Schiff, had known
Leonard intimately for a long time. Upon Ginzton’s sugges-
tion, it was quickly agreed, both for reasons of personality
and in view of Schiff’s excellent record, that a position should
be offered to him; it boded well for his future in the depart-
ment that he accepted the offer of an associate professorship
without much hesitation. To do justice to his great influence
during nearly a quarter of a century at Stanford, the role of
Schiff has to be considered in several different, yet not un-
connected, aspects.

To begin with his part in affairs of the university, it was
with the promotion to a full professorship, just a year after
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